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CONTRIBUTORS 
 

ISHMAM BHUIYAN is a housing activist, leader of the award-winning Marpole Students for 

Modular Housing movement, community organizer, and undergraduate student at the 

University of British Columbia. 

 

AKHIL DATTANI-JOBANPUTRA is majoring in Human Geography at the University of British 

Columbia. Akhil has also been learning Khayal, a genre of Indian classical vocal music, for the 

past 17 years under both traditional and non-traditional systems of learning. Akhil is the 

founding President of the Indian Classical Musical Society of Vancouver, a not-for-profit 

organization dedicated to cultivating a vibrant platform for Indian classical music in British 

Columbia. 

 

RAJDEEP DHADWAL is a fourth-year undergraduate Honours student in Sociocultural 

Anthropology at the University of British Columbia. Rajdeep was born and raised on 

Kwantlen/Katzie/scə̓waθen (Tsawwassen)/S’ólh Téméxw (Stó:lō) Indigenous Territory (Surrey, 

Canada). Rajdeep is currently serving as Co-Editor for The Ethnograph, UBC’s academic journal 

for anthropological studies.  

 
AMRIT DHILLON is an upper-level undergraduate student at Kwantlen Polytechnic University 
pursuing a double minor in Sociology and Counseling. Amrit also works as an Education 
Assistant with the Surrey School District. 
 
ANEESHA GREWAL is a queer brown femme and survivor of violence with a passion for social 
justice, especially through decolonization and intersectionality. Aneesha received their Bachelor 
of Arts with a double major in Psychology and Gender, Sexuality, & Women’s Studies from 
Simon Fraser University.  
 
SANZIDA HABIB is a Research Associate at the Centre for India and South Asia Research/School 
of Public Policy and Global Affairs, University of British Columbia. Her research interests include 
South Asian immigrant women’s gendered experiences of migration, health, and wellbeing and 
their access to healthcare and health promotion programs in Metro Vancouver. 
 
AVANTI HAQUE was born and grew up in Manitoba, raised by parents of Bengali heritage. 
Avanti obtained her Master of Public Policy from the School of Public Affairs, Arizona State 
University. Avanti pursued her interest in the educational opportunity gap and increasing the 
representation of racialized and oppressed groups. 
 
MAISHA HAQUE was born in Rajshahi, Bangladesh and raised in Vancouver. Maisha is currently 
pursuing a degree in biology at Langara College.   Maisha fathoms life’s facets through the 
lenses of a scientist, an artist, and a young woman.   
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LEENA HASAN is a settler Canadian woman born and raised in Winnipeg on the traditional 
Treaty 1 territory of the Anishinaabe, Cree, and Dakota peoples, which is also the homeland of 
the Metis Nation. The daughter of Bangladeshi Canadian family physicians, she dropped out of 
medical school at the University of Manitoba in 2014 to pursue her true passion of addressing 
social inequities through obtaining a Master of Public Health at SFU and stepping more 
meaningfully into activism. She is honoured to serve First Nations in BC as a Qualitative Analyst 
at the First Nations Health Authority.  
 

HARPREET KAUR MANDER is pursuing a Master’s degree in Education and Society: Gender and 
Women Studies at McGill University in Montreal, Quebec. Harpreet received a Bachelor of Arts 
in Sociology and Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies at Simon Fraser University. Harpreet’s 
current research is on the issue of male brown-on-brown violence within the Indo-Canadian 
community in BC’s lower mainland, an issue that is very close to her heart.  
 
BIDUSHY RAHMAN received a Bachelor of Arts in Gender Studies at the University of Victoria. 
She likes art and jokes, and her academic interests lie in the theory and practice of 
decolonization. 
 
VERONICA SUDESH is a Master’s student in Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies at Simon 
Fraser University. Veronica was born in Montreal, Quebec and her parents shifted back to India 
a few years after her birth. She did her schooling and undergraduate degree from New Delhi, 
India. Veronica has worked with many organizations in Delhi which deal with women and 
gender-related issues, such as SafetiPin, Breakthrough, the Centre for Health and Social Justice, 
and so on. Her experience in these organizations taught her how to create safer and public 
spaces for all genders. 
 
HARSHA WALIA is a South Asian award-winning author and activist trained in the law. Harsha is 
the author of Undoing Border Imperialism, co-founder of No One Is Illegal, and Project 
Coordinator at the Downtown Eastside Women’s Center. Harsha has been named one of BC’s 
top ten left-wing journalists and writers by The Georgia Straight and one of the most influential 
South Asians in BC by The Vancouver Sun. She is a recipient of the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives Power of Youth Award, the Westender’s Best of the City Awards for Activism and 
Change-Making, and the Punjab Guardian’s Human Rights Award. 
 
HABIBA ZAMAN is a Professor of Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies at Simon Fraser 
University. She is also a Research Associate at the Centre for India and South Asia 
Research/School of Public Policy and Global Affairs, University of British Columba. 
  




