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F 
or some time I have bee n wanting to ca pture th e story 

of th e development of the co mmunity mental hea lth 

sys tem in Vancouver. It 's a story of visionary th inkers, 

administrators , se rvice providers, cli ents and fami ly members 

who , togeth er, created a unique, world-renowned sys tem known 

as th e Grea ter Vancouver Menta l Health Service (GVMHS) . 

GVM HS pionee red an incredibly wide range of services 

containin g culturally respons ive care, focusing on recovery and 

rehabilitation as its bas ic principle. It includes initiatives in 

housing, developing th e concurrent di sorders of mental hea lth 

and addiction services, and providin g support and direc tion 

to related non-profit community agencies and consumer 

trainin g and art orga nizations. Durin g its twenty seven yea rs of 

existence, GVMHS gained internati ona l recognition throughout 

th e res t of Canada and United States, and particularly the Paci fi c 

Rim Countries where it became known as the "Vancouver 

Model". 
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This unique model of trul y interdi sciplinary involvement 

(phys icians, nurses, social workers, occupational and 

recreational thera pists, artists, addiction counsellors etc.) in 

se rvices and planning provided a rich legacy which continues to 

thrive to this present day. 

Funding for this work was provided by Mental Hea lth 

Research, Dept. of Psychiatry, Vancouver Acute, and 

Community. It is a ded ica tion from several individuals who 

contributed to Ralph Buckley who wrote it, in consultation with 

John Russell, the form er Executive Director of GYM HS , who 

over two decades of tireless administration helped to make it a 

world renowned organ ization. 
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