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INTRODUCTIO N 

I n the 1950s and ea rl y '6os the trea tment option for anyone 

havin g a se rious mental illness in Vancouver was a genera l 

pra cti tioner (G.P.) or a private psychiatrist. Otherwise it 

was Riverview Hospital in Coquitlam, with the pati ent often 

com mitted there by the courts. Durin g that period, Riverview 

had a population of 5,500. Hospita l stays were oft en counted in 
months and sometimes yea rs. At the prese nt mom ent (2017), 

Rivervi ew still exists, but it is a shadow of what it once was, 

with a patient population of around 100 . Most of the buildings 

are deserted and crumbling, and discuss ions are underway to 

turn the beautiful groun ds into a park , a museum featurin g 

the hi story of Riverview, or to prime rea l es tate, or perhaps an 

amalgamation of all three. People with mental illn esses now are 

treated in the community, and, if they need to be hospitali zed, 

are admitted to general hospitals, the sa me as patients with 

other illn esses . A long stay is now considered anything over a 

month. How did all this chan ge' When and how did it happen' 

Thi s is the history of th e Grea ter Vancouver Men tal Hea lth 

Service (GVMHS) from its beginnings in 1973 until its dem ise 

in early 2000. 




